Abstract

Literature has not reached a definite conclusion on whether Asians self-enhance, and the
methodology of many past studies on Asian self-enhancement has been criticized (see Heine,
in press). The present study aims to re-test the theory of Asian self-enhancement with an
indirect paradigm — temporal self-appraisal. In the current study, Hong Kong participants
reported their feeling of temporal recency towards past positive and negative events that
happened either to their own or to a close other. As predicted, Hong Kong Chinese showed a
tendency of self-enhancement by feeling positive events more recent than negative events
only if these events are self-relevant and if these events are relationship-based. My study also

showed that Chinese self-enhancement involves a behavioral intention factor.
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